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Background Information: As PSD continues its long-range planning efforts through 2016, 
community engagement will become an increasingly critical component of the planning process.  
The following addresses frequently asked questions about the long range plan and process.   These 
FAQs will be updated regularly. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions:  
 
Plan Development and Timeline 
 

1. Is the Long Range Facilities Plan presented to the Board of Education on March 24 the 
final plan?  

o No. PSD is currently putting forth its best thinking and recommendations around 
long range planning.  These recommendations are not final.  PSD will actively 
engage the community for the next year (through March 2016) to gather community 
input, which will be used to inform the finalization of the updated Comprehensive 
Facilities Master Plan in March of 2016. 
 

o PSD will provide the community and the Board of Education with regular updates 
on the long range facilities planning process throughout 2015 and 2016.   

 
 
Growth & Enrollment Projections  

 
2. What are the growth projections for student enrollment in PSD within the next 5 years? 

What are the growth projections for Larimer County?  
o PSD contracted with Strategic Resources West, Inc. to conduct a demographic study 

of the district within the context of Larimer County, focusing on anticipated growth 
between 2015 and 2019.   
 

o Student enrollment growth projections over the next 5 years are as follows: 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Current PSD enrollment exceeds the 2015 projection above. As 
of October Count 2015, PSD’s total enrollment is 29,053 students, exceeding the 
projection above by more than 500 students.  
 

o Population growth in Larimer County is anticipated to follow the trend outlined  
below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strategic Resources West, Inc. Projected PSD Student Enrollment 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

28,511 28,961 29,575 30,074 30,575 
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o Please note: PSD does not serve all of Larimer County. 
 

3. Where did the data used to inform projections for enrollment and growth come from?  
 

o PSD hired Strategic Resources West, a consulting firm specializing in the analysis of 
demographic data, to produce a projections report for PSD.  This report is available 
on the long range planning page of the PSD website for those interested in reviewing 
the data in detail.  As this report is reviewed, please keep the following in mind: 
 Demographic projections are estimates based on historical patterns.  In 

rapidly growing districts, like PSD, growth can quickly outpace demographic 
projections.  

 It is difficult to accurately project student enrollment more than 5 years into 
the future, primarily because such projections rely on birth rates and 
accounting for students who have not yet been born.   

 
o In addition to the demographic baseline provided by Strategic Resources West, 

PSD’s Planning, Design and Construction Department is continually analyzing data 
internally as well.  PD&C makes use of census data to create enrollment projections 
relying on a variety of statistical models.  Additionally, data on building permits, 
birth rates, employment rates and other population trends is considered as PSD 
formulates its own projections.  

 
4. What about central Fort Collins and in-fill growth? Is there a concern about growing 

populations in central Fort Collins schools?  
o PSD does anticipate some in-fill growth within the City of Fort Collins and will 

continue to closely monitor school capacities in these regions so as to ensure that 
schools are operating within their building capacity.  While growth within the City of 
Fort Collins is anticipated, the growth projected for regions of the district to the east 
and north of Fort Collins is expected to far outpace the growth of in-fill within city 
limits.  

 
5. How does PSD decide where to build new schools? 

o PSD builds schools in neighborhoods to accommodate neighborhood growth.   
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 The district employs professional demographers to study growth patterns 

within our region, actively analyzes school capacity and utilization and uses 
this information to predict the neighborhoods in which new schools will be 
needed.  

 A Long-Range Planning Committee convened a year ago to begin to analyze 
the demographic data including growth patterns, building permits and birth 
rates. 
 

o PSD’s neighborhoods cover a wide geographic area, including parts of Loveland, 
Windsor, Fort Collins, Timnath, Wellington, Laporte, Stove Prairie, Livermore and 
Red Feather Lakes.   

 
6. Why isn’t PSD proposing the utilization of the Mountain Vista Site on the north side of 

Fort Collins for the proposed combined MS/HS in or near Wellington?  
o The Mountain Vista Site, which is currently owned by PSD, would require extensive 

bussing of students to alleviate the growth-related building capacity issues in the 
northeast and northwest areas of the district, particularly those at Wellington 
Middle School.  Therefore, PSD believes that students would be better served by the 
placement of a combined MS/HS located further north, within the communities in 
which the district is experiencing growth.  
 

o PSD may make use of the Mountain Vista site for future facilities needs.  
 
Boundary Changes & School Closures 
 

7. Will boundary changes and new construction affect my student?  
o It is anticipated that students affected by any new construction and boundary 

changes related to this possible construction are primarily currently in elementary 
school or younger.   
 The first of the proposed new buildings would not be open until the 2018 

school year. 
 The second and third of the proposed new buildings would not be open until 

the 2020 school year.  
 

8. Is the district thinking of making large-scale changes to neighborhood school 
boundaries? 

o Current best-thinking does not propose extensive boundary changes within the 
district.  While a Boundary Committee must be called to explore boundary change 
options in more depth, current recommendations include only minor boundary 
modifications in limited areas (Riffenburgh/Laurel neighborhoods) and in 
neighborhoods affected by potential new school construction (in the southeast and 
northern sections of the district). 
 Any enacted boundary changes would likely include some grandfathering of 

students, to allow for a multi-year transition for affected families.    
 

o The Boundary Committee may recommend other boundary changes as identified 
through the course of their work.   
 Any boundary change recommendations will be shared with affected 

neighborhoods through community engagement and with the district as a 
whole prior to approval by the Board of Education.  
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9. When will a boundary committee be formed and can I participate?  
o PSD is tentatively planning to form a Boundary Committee in August 2015.  The 

committee will begin meeting in September 2015.   
 This committee will explore various boundary change options within the 

district, primarily around potential new school sites.  
 This committee will make a recommendation to the Board of Education 

regarding any potential boundary changes as part of the updated 
Comprehensive Facilities Master Plan.  
 

o The Boundary Committee will represent a cross-section of stakeholders, including 
but not limited to principals, assistant principals, parents/guardians, community 
members and PSD Staff. 
 The Superintendent will appoint members to this committee in August and 

September 2015. Parents/guardians as well as community members will be 
invited to attend all boundary discussions.   

 
10. Is PSD proposing the closure of any of the smaller schools in the district in this plan? 

o No. PSD does not plan to close any existing schools at this time.  Growth within 
district boundaries is anticipated to continue requiring all existing schools while 
also necessitating the construction of additional new facilities.  
 

11. Why isn’t PSD shifting the student populations at school reaching capacity to smaller 
schools in PSD?  

o PSD has explored the option of making significant boundary modifications 
throughout the district to shift student population from schools current reaching 
and exceeding building capacity to schools with more available space.  Through this 
exploration, it became evident that significant boundary modifications within the 
district would not best serve the students of PSD.  The added time that students 
would spend in transport to schools with modified boundaries combined with the 
significant cost associated with additional transportation that accompanies 
boundary shifts were critical elements of this decision.   
 At this time, current best-thinking through the long range facilities planning 

process does propose a minor boundary modification between the 
Riffenburgh and Laurel neighborhoods, which would shift some students 
from a school located in a neighborhood experiencing rapid growth to a 
school with available seats.  However, no other boundary modifications 
apart from those associated with the construction of new facilities are 
proposed at this time.  

 The Boundary Committee may recommend other boundary changes as 
identified through the course of their work.  These proposed changes would 
be shared with the community and the Board of Education for approval. 

 
o Based on current demographic research, it is also anticipated that the district will 

continue to need all existing school facilities to accommodate the anticipated growth 
in the region.  
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Proposed New Middle School/High School Option and Other School Configurations 

 
12. Is the proposed combined Middle School/High School model a permanent grade 

reconfiguration for the district? 
o The proposed combined Middle School/High School model would not be a 

permanent grade reconfiguration.  These schools would likely transition to high 
schools when enough students are present to operate them as high schools.   
 

o This model is not a new model for PSD.  A combined MS/HS model was used at the 
opening of Fossil Ridge High School, which also housed Kinard Middle School.  
 

13. Will the proposed combined MS/HS at the Prospect Site and the proposed combined 
MS/HS in or near Wellington open as a 6-12?  

o PSD’s long range planning group is still in the process of a developing a specific plan 
for the configuration of these schools at opening.  However, given that PSD typically 
utilizes grandfathering practices to allow for smooth student transitions as new 
schools are opened and new boundary areas are created, it is likely that these 
schools will open with grades 6-10 and will grow as their initial classes progress 
through middle and high school.   

 
 

14. Will the proposed MS/HS in or near Wellington replace the current Wellington Middle 
School if constructed?  

o Yes.  If a new MS/HS is built in Wellington, the current Wellington Middle School 
students and staff will be relocated to a new facility.  The existing Wellington Middle 
School Building will be repurposed following this relocation.  
 

15. Is PSD considering the creation of a vocational technology high school?  
o At this time, PSD is not considering the creation of a vocational technology high 

school.  PSD is, however, continuing to explore expanded partnership options with 
local community colleges offering vocational technology opportunities to PSD 
students.  

 
Immediate Needs Solutions: Relocation of District Programs & Modulars 

 
16. What does the relocation of district-placed programs mean?  

o In order to make more classroom space available in buildings reaching their 
capacity, PSD may opt to relocate district-placed programs (i.e. specialized courses, 
etc.) to other schools/facilities with available space.  For example, the long range 
facilities plan proposes the relocation of Early Childhood classrooms from 
Riffenburgh to another PSD elementary school to make more classroom space 
available at Riffenburgh so as to accommodate growth in the school’s neighborhood.   
 It is important to note that these programs are not being eliminated.  They 

are being relocated to other facilities so as to make additional classroom 
space available in schools reaching capacity.  

 
17. What is the difference between a modular and a modular classroom? 

o Modular units are the temporary facilities placed on school campuses to house 
additional classroom space.  Each modular unit placed on a PSD site houses two 
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classrooms.  For example, Zach Elementary School has 3 modulars on site housing a 
total of 6 modular classrooms.  

 
School Choice  
 

18. What does “limited School Choice acceptance” mean?  
o As PSD’s schools begin reaching their building capacities, principals will begin 

limiting the number of students accepted via the School Choice process in keeping 
with PSD’s School Choice policy.  In some schools, a very limited number if any seats 
will be offered to students applying to attend through School Choice.  
 

19. Is there any consideration being given to eliminating School Choice?  
o No. School Choice is state law and all Colorado school districts are required to 

comply with this law.  The state has not proposed any elimination of School Choice, 
and therefore, there are no plans to eliminate School Choice in PSD.  

 
Funding New Construction 
 

20. Will PSD pursue bond funding to support the construction of new buildings?  Will my 
taxes increase? 

o It is very likely that PSD will pursue bond funding to support the construction of 
new buildings.  A final determination as to whether bond funding will be sought will 
not occur until 2016. 
 

o PSD is working toward identifying a solution that minimizes any increases to the 
amount of property taxes homeowners and businesses currently pay.  

 
21. What will happen if PSD seeks a bond to build new schools and the bond does not pass 

in the election? 
 

o PSD’s long range planning group will be developing parallel recommendations over 
the course of the next year, one for a scenario in which a bond does pass and 
another in which a bond does not pass.  This information will be included in the long 
range planning documents available on the PSD website as it is developed.  
 

o If a bond does not pass to support PSD’s efforts to accommodate growth within the 
district, the district will take several steps to address continued growth including 
but not limited the addition of several modular classrooms, continued active 
management of School Choice, relocation of district-placed programs and space 
modification.  
 In addition, the district will explore other options for addressing growth 

potentially including bussing programs, split session schedules and other 
alternatives that will be developed as part of the scenario designed to 
address growth should a bond fail to pass.  

 
22. I have heard that some people in Timnath and Wellington won’t pay property taxes for 

the new Bond. Is this correct? 
o No.  All entities/residents who own taxable property located within the 

geographical boundaries of Poudre School District, regardless of which municipality 
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the property resides in, pay property taxes to support PSD’s Mill Levy Overrides and 
Bonds.  
 

o For information about taxes on specific properties within the district, please see the 
Larimer County Tax Assessor’s Office website at 
http://www.larimer.org/assessor/query/search.cfm. 

 
Community Engagement Opportunities  
 

23. How can I share my thoughts about PSD’s long range facilities plan with the district? 
o The entire draft plan is posted on the PSD website 
o Comments can be emailed to info@psdschools.org 
o Several community engagement sessions will also be held so residents can provide 

input and feedback on the plan beginning in May 2015.  
 These sessions will address growth within the district (i.e. potential new 

construction). 
 These sessions are scheduled for the following dates and times:  

Long Range Planning Growth Community Engagement Forums 
Phase/Topic Location Date Time 

Growth Forum Eyestone ES, Rice ES and Wellington MS @ Wellington MS 5.4.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Poudre HS Feeder @ PHS  5.5.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Lesher MS  5.11.15 5:00-6:00p 
Growth Forum Zach ES 5.13.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Bethke ES 5.18.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Timnath ES 5.19.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Bacon ES 5.20.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Preston MS 5.27.15 5:30-6:30p 
Growth Forum Fossil Ridge HS Feeder @ FRHS 5.28.15 5:30-6:30p 

Please note: These engagement sessions are open to the public, but will focus 
on the growth impacting specific areas.   
 

o Community engagement specific to proposed Boundary Changes will occur in the 
fall of 2015.  As soon as dates/times are available, these FAQs will be updated and 
the community will be notified via PSD’s bi-monthly Great Happens Here newsletter 
and the PSD website  
 

o All community engagement sessions will be streamed live on the PSD website as 
well as broadcast on PSD TV Comcast Channel 10.  

 
Athletics  
 

24. Why is PSD considering building a new athletics complex when Hughes Stadium might 
be available for use? 

o At this time, Hughes Stadium remains the property of Colorado State University.  
 

o CSU has identified several maintenance concerns and needed renovations 
associated Hughes Stadium that will be costly, and likely exceed PSD’s financial 
resources.  
 Additionally, the cost to operate a stadium of this size on an ongoing basis 

also exceeds PSD’s financial capacity.  
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o Hughes Stadium is a 30,000 seat stadium, which greatly exceeds PSD’s current 
seating needs.  
 

o PSD needs more than just a football field.  The growth of multiple sports are 
generating a need for multi-use fields to support a wide variety of practices and 
games.  Hughes Stadium could not fulfill this need.  

 
25.  Is PSD considering the construction of an aquatic facility?  

o No. Pools are very costly to construct and operate, with annual operating costs often 
exceeding $1 million dollars. 
 These costs exceed PSD’s financial capacity at this time.  

 
o There are other local school districts that operate pools (i.e. Thompson School 

District).  However, these facilities were constructed and are operated as joint 
ventures with other entities, typically City government entities.  
 This shared financial responsibility makes these facilities financially viable 

for school districts.   
 At this time, the City of Fort Collins has not expressed interest in a 

partnership effort to construct and maintain a shared use aquatic facility 
with PSD.   Instead, the City is devoting its maintenance efforts to the 
facilities at EPIC.  

 
Infrastructure in New Construction 
 

26. Will any of the potential new school buildings included in the long range facilities plan 
be built with air conditioning? 

o New school facilities would be constructed with up to date infrastructure 
improvements, including heat-mitigation technology.  

 
 
Additional Information 

 
27. Where can I find information about the ideas that the Long Range Planning Group has 

already considered but did not opt to put forward in the Preliminary Long Range 
Facilities Plan recommendation presented to the Board of Education?  

o A complete summary of the scenarios discussed by the Long Range Planning Group 
is available in the full-length Preliminary Long Range Facilities Plan document, 
which is available for download from the PSD website (see the Focus Projects>Long 
Range Facilities Planning link on the PSD homepage www.psdschools.org).  
 

o Please keep in mind that the Preliminary Long Range Facilities Plan will be updated 
frequently through 2015 and into 2016.  Please visit the PSD website frequently for 
the most up to date information on long range facilities planning.   
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