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School name  
 

Dunn Elementary, an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School 

Link to the school’s Gifted 
(GT) webpage or website 

Important Information | Dunn Elementary (psdschools.org) 

Average number of GT 
students at this school vs. 
total student enrollment 

45/410 (11%) 

GT site coordinator contact 
information 
 

Site coordinator name: Ryan Cole  
Email: rcole@psdschools.org   
Phone: 970-488-4857 

Overview of the GT 
program at this school 
 
 
 

At Dunn Elementary School, students are immersed in a concept-driven, conceptual 
curriculum that lends itself to deep levels of understanding. The IB units allow 
students to construct their own meaning, develop their voice and agency, and take 
action to better our world. Staff are highly skilled at addressing individual student 
needs and differentiating instruction. The IB philosophy encourages teachers and 
students to focus on international mindedness, develop strong personal values, and 
take responsibility for learning about and improving our world. 

Advanced Learning Plan 
process at this school 
 

An advanced learning plan (ALP) is designed to guide educational programming and 
decision-making related to the delivery of gifted and talented services. It is written 
through a collaborative process that includes students, parents, and relevant school 
personnel. Each ALP includes goals and enrichment strategies for the identified 
area(s) of giftedness and the social/emotional domain. Students will participate in 
the goal-writing process and middle and end-of-year reflections. Parents will be 
kept informed and have the opportunity to provide input at all stages of the ALP 
process: creation and middle and end-of-year reviews. 
 

Programming opportunities 
for GT students 
 

At Dunn Elementary School, students engage in individualized learning experiences 
through groupings in the classroom, assessments designed to uncover strengths 
and suggest opportunities for enrichment, and targeted instruction within high-
interest topics. Classroom teachers differentiate instruction within the classroom 
through the lens of the IB curriculum. The IB Primary Years Program uses an inquiry-
based approach to invite students to learn more about a transdisciplinary topic or 
concept. Teachers utilize open-ended questions and opportunities for exploration. 
Students discover their own connections to local or global issues and feel inspired 
to take action to improve their community and the world. 
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Enrichment opportunities 
for GT students during 
school 
 

Student Council  
Safety Patrol  
Student Ambassadors 

Enrichment opportunities 
for GT students before or 
after school 
 

Dunn Clubs/Activities:  
Dunn WILD Club (supports Dunn WILD Film Festival)  
Fleet Feet  
Dunn Choir  
Little Kids Rock  
Dolphin Strings  
Positive Picassos  
Chess Club  
Battle of the Books  
 
Community Clubs:  
Yoga Club  
Lego Club  
Japanese Club  
Nature Art  
Mad Science  
French Club  
Odyssey of the Mind  
 

Affective programming for 
GT students 
 
 

Each student’s ALP includes an affective goal. Dunn Elementary School recently 
adopted the Second Step curriculum to support students’ social/emotional 
development. Through this curriculum, students develop situational awareness and 
learn strategies to manage their emotions. They also have opportunities throughout 
the school day to serve in leadership roles and meet in small groups with the 
counselor. 

Grade-specific GT services   Gifted and talented students may have the opportunity to meet periodically with 
the gifted and talented site coordinator. Topics discussed may include self-
advocacy, perfectionism, study skills, organization, and leadership. 
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