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Site-Based Gifted and Talented Services Overview 

*** 2020-2021 NOTE:  Because PSD students are doing virtual learning and not at school, our GT programs 
at all sites look very different this year.  Most enrichment activities/clubs are not available, and in-class 
programming will vary greatly.  This Services Overview below explains this school’s GT program during full 
in-person learning, not during virtual or hybrid learning. 

School name  
 

Fort Collins High School 

Link to the school’s 
Gifted (GT) website 

https://fch.psdschools.org/programs/gifted-talented 

Average number of GT 
students at this school 
vs. total student 
enrollment 

Fort Collins High School currently hosts 374 students in grades 9-12 who are 
identified as Gifted and Talented in one or more categories. FCHS currently 
enrolls approximately 1900 students. 

GT site coordinator 
contact information 
 

Site coordinator name(s): Beth Shefcyk & Michelle Reffner 
Email: bshefcyk@psdschools.org & mreffner@psdschools.org  
Phone: 970-488-8141 & 970-488-8170 

Overview of the GT 
program at this school 
 

We are the only high school in Colorado to offer these rigorous STEAM-
influenced (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, & Mathematics) courses to 
our students. In addition, we encourage our GT students to explore areas of 
study that they are passionate about by taking advantage of FCHS’s wide range 
of Advanced Placement (AP) choices and the opportunity to earn an AP 
endorsement with their diploma.  
 
FCHS hosts the cutting-edge BioScience Career Academy (BCA) with offerings in 
Biotechnology, Forensic Science, and Biomedical fields which includes a 
summer internship in the chosen field of study and a BCA endorsed diploma. 
FCHS offers select seats into a pre-engineering program - VLSI (Very-large-scale 
integration) - which also offers an internship opportunity.  
 
Concurrent and dual enrollment opportunities are available for college-level 
credit, as well as AP class offerings across nine academic disciplines. Concurrent 
and dual enrollment, along with AP courses, incorporate an adjustment for 
credits earned - with the potential to raise a student’s GPA (Grade Point 
Average) and class rank. 

Advanced Learning Plan 
process at this school 
 

We incorporate the ALP (Advanced Learning Plan) into each student’s ICAP 
(Individual Career and Academic Plan). We utilize Xello to house these plans. 

Programming 
opportunities for GT 
students 
 

GT teachers incorporate higher level thinking skills – making inferences, 
comparative reasoning, and evaluative reasoning through rich discussions 
in classes. Options are provided to allow for student choice 
when developing an end product. 
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School name  
 

Fort Collins High School 

Enrichment 
opportunities for GT 
students during school 
 

FCHS offers exemplar programs for students with interest in the arts, 
dance, theater, and musical performances such as: AP Art Studio and 
Independent Study courses, Pep Band, Select Stage Band, Jazz Band, 
Tower Orchestra, Concert and Symphony Orchestra, advanced acting 
classes, Journalism classes, and Clyde TV productions. 

Enrichment 
opportunities for GT 
students before or after 
school 
 

There are many opportunities for gifted students to access enrichment at 
FCHS through a variety of clubs and other extra-curricular activities such as: 
Creative Writing, DECA, FBLA, French Club, German Club, History Club, 
Knowledge Bowl, National Forensic League, Lambkin Mathematicians, Math 
Olympiad, Mock Trial Team, National Forensic League, National Honor Society, 
National Technical Honor Society, Math Honor Society, TRI –M, National 
Oceans Science Bowl, Science Olympiad, Science Bowl, Art Service Group, Black 
Box and Tower Theater productions, etc. 

Affective programming 
for GT students 

FCHS delivers cohort-structured, focused programming including specific 
curriculum addressing the social-emotional development and needs of GT 
students. 

Grade-specific GT 
services   

Gifted and Talented Honors Academy at Fort Collins High School: 
• 9th Grade: To support a positive transition for our GT-identified 

Freshmen, students are grouped into GT-specific Lambkin Way Seminar 
classes. Here they will have the opportunity to interact with like-minded 
peers who have similar passions and interests. 

• 10th Grade: During the Sophomore year, students may enroll in the GT 
Enrichment Seminar class where the student will focus on leadership 
skills, career and education exploration, and a collaborative skill-based 
service learning project in an area of interest and impact. 

• 11th Grade & 12th Grade: Junior and Senior year GT students may 
enroll in the Junior Colloquium Seminar class and the Senior Colloquium 
Research class which is modeled after a 30-year-old program at the 
Indiana GT Academy for Science, Mathematics and Humanities located 
on Ball State campus. Colloquium is a discussion-oriented seminar 
featuring the intellectual and scholarly examination of significant ideas 
from varying disciplines pertinent to the human story. Senior students 
will research and produce a product with the support of an expert in the 
field of interest. 

 


