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About Smart Choice™

The Smart Choice™ system was conceived in 2004 as an online application and
application management system. Created by then high school junior, Casey Bienvenu, it
was a school project for the career academy he was attending, the Academy of Information
Technology program at Carencro High School.

Casey’s system was so well-received that the Lafayette Parish Schools System adopted it
as its district wide choice application and application management platform.

Since then, the platform has grown and evolved into a full-featured system, and includes
many of the features that our clients know and love today.

In 2012 Smart Choice™ was incorporated and contracted with Firefly Digital to exclusively
market, implement and support the platform.
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Applications

The Smart Choice Application™ component provides parents with a quick and easy
online school choice application process. That translates to happy parents and fewer
support calls.

The Application component features a multi-step application, which is accessible
through a web-based user portal. Applicants utilize a single sign-on account to submit
multiple school choice applications for one or more children within a household in an easy
and efficient process.

This application collects basic and detailed information, including student information,
household and guardian information as well as school and district-specific required
information.
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Parent Portal

Create an Account

Before submitting a school choice application, a parent must create a single sign-on
account that will allow them to submit applications for all the children in their household.
This account is created with the parent’s first and last name, email and password. The
parent’s email is the unique identifier for the parent account. Parents will use this email and
password to login at a later date to submit school choice applications, check the status of
applications and more.

if you have already created an account If you do NOT have an account

please login 10 your acCount 10 CONtinue: please create an account using the form below

Emad Parent/Cuardian Firat Name

Passwars Parert, Cusrdan Last Name

Parenn, s dan Fmad

Login
Confrm Emad
Paasword

Ecegot your password?
Confem Passward

Create Accoum

Each application submitted under a parent account can be reviewed and managed through
the Parent Dashboard at any time.
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Parent Dashboard

Within the Parent Dashboard, each student will have their own “profile” with a listing of their
school choice application(s). Here parents can review information such as parent notes and
more. This listing will show the program/school name, the status of the application and any
parent notes input by the administration. Parents will also have the option to “withdraw” the
application if it has been submitted or “delete” the application if it has not been submitted.
There is also the ability to “edit” the application if applicable.

Welcome back, Elizabeth Briney!

Your applicamts are listed below. Click on the applicant's name %0 select the School Choice applicant. Once selected,
review the information below to view, withdraw, update, or change IWormation in the School Choke Agplication

Students Bnkued S0 your pafent atcount:
Tom Geeen

Have artNes Doadert rift I el sdrve’

B "W RSO At for arother t et

Tom's Applications
L — P
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Submitting The Student’s Application

Student/ Applicant Lookup

If the parent has a student that is currently enrolled in Poudre School District they will be
prompted to enter the Poudre School District student ID number that is assigned to their
student. By using the student look up the school choice application will be pre-populated
with the student’s details.

If the parent does not know the student’s ID number, please contact your current Poudre
School District school or visit ParentVue on the Poudre School District website at
www.psdschools.org. If the parent does not have the applicant’s Poudre School District
student ID number or their child is not currently enrolled in the school district, then the
parent will fill out a blank school choice application.

Student/Agpiicant Lockup
LY *H IS dudent (urrently envalind B Paadre Soho Ottt
° Yoo ~G

A2 Do you have your sudent's Poudre School Distrke Stedent © number! If your Medent & & Current Poudre Schood Dhatrict stadent,
Shtict en0er D aaiged SLudent 1D Aumber. I you d0 Aot ndw your LGt 1D sumber, Dhtase Conlact your Curment FD School

o vt Par Ve
[« I ~

L3 ‘"Nudee

A4 P N

A3 "Last Name
W rdae '[ -I
L — E—
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Review Requirements & Policies

Parents are presented with a link to review the Requirements & Policies for Poudre School
District before proceeding to the application. By clicking the “Requirements & Policies” link,
a new tab will appear with district specific policy details.

Regquirements & Policies

™
® Yiu G SV WL yOu Nl Aready eened and feUurn AT 2 LAY T TO COMRILte The ap0UCation Dy Cldhing the Save and Eax
button
© M you need 10 59 DACK 50 a0y TIED, Ve Ehe ravigation Bar 50 the left, or the "« Back™ Dutton a2 B Dottom of the soreen

) e

Poudre Seheol District

JFBA - CHOICE/OPEN ENROLLMENT

Poudre School District alfiems its commitment to assume a leadership role in supporting
a culture of choice/open ervoliment District-wide. The District’s commitment 1o
choice/open enroliment is grounded in the belief that parents know the learning style of
their chilkdean and should have opions from which 10 choose 10 meet their chikiren's

needs.
L —— e ——
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Online Application Process

The online application utilizes a multi step process in which applicants/parents have the
option to save and exit the application at any of the steps and resume their application
work at a later time/date by logging into their parent account. Below are examples of steps
within an application process.

Student/ Applicant Information

Within the Student/Applicant Information step, parents will fill in details about the student
such as name, age, grade, address and more. This portion of the system also cross
references applicants with previously submitted applications based upon the students’ first
name, last name, and date of birth. This feature prevents the submission of duplicate
applications for the same student.

Parents applying for multiple birth siblings (twins, triplets, etc.) will have the option to apply
for these students as a unit within the Student/ Applicant Information step.

By answering “YES” to the question, “Are there any multiple birth siblings (i.e. twins, triplets,
etc.) being attached to this application?”; the parent is now prompted to enter any
additional multiple birth sibling information. If the parent does not wish to submit an
application for their multiple birth siblings as a unit they will answer “NO” to the question,
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“Are there any multiple birth siblings being attached to this application?”; the parent will
then fill out separate applications for each student.

Multiple Birth Siblings (twins, triplets, etc.)

1,11 “Ace there any muitiple Dirth sBitngs (Le. twins, tripglets, otc. ) betng astached 53 this appiication?

L« T o
® MU DTH SRARES a0 00Tid a6 SRS DO 10 The SaMe MOmhY, SNANE T Lt DTS, N0 NS00 A T LA MOO0F RN
® Students a0ty 88 mutniple DITA Sings will De CONterad 35 & Ut and erther 3 aCCepted O Bl waNtisned. If you want these

MGt 10 Do O IOr ACORptance OVAOLARY, Dbl M Out & SRrale applicalion for each tudent

® To apply 3 muitipie DT shiings, mudents must be applying for the same grade and schools.

Pt N Lt Same SN Tape Corvent Schaed (NS 200 (o ade Aopiyenyg Vo

Tomemy Jones 01012010 Note M

Multiple Birth SIblings (twins, triplets, etc.)

L2 "Are there avy muple Drth SRS (L. twing, Dplets, ofC ) Delng Atlached Lo Ths appiication!

ves O

© MuTighe DTN SRNINGS Are 0eNNad 25 SREINGS DONN 10 the SAme MOTher, SPAre The Sime DINGAE, AN reside 3L the same ad0res

® SLudents SO0l & Mulphe DT SRUNES Wil D CONBON 00 &6 & UL 20D 0N R AC0RMOED O AU wTISRed. IF you wa't Thirie

S2U0eNES 10 Dt CONSItered f0r BOCEDLANCE NENVIGUATY, Diease T DUt 3 SA0ATENS APOICATION f0r eaCh Shudent

® To apply &5 MulTine DTN SRUNES, STudents must Do apotyiy for [ S rade and sChools

L —— R
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Out of District Acknowledgement

Should the address entered in the Student/ Applicant Information step not fall outside of
the Poudre School District boundaries the parent is prompted to complete the Out of
District Acknowledgment step in which they will confirm that their address is outside of the
Poudre School District boundaries.

Out of District Acknowledgment

The address you eatered does not seem to be withia Poudre School District boundaries. if you agree that you do not Live
In gstrict, ploase chack the box balow to acknowiodge that fact. Otherwise, correct your address and try again. If you
continue to have dMficulty, contact the Poudre Scheol District at 970-490-3302 or 970-450- 3201 for assstance. Moase
note that acknowiedging Out of District status will affect the prority of your application.

L9 " achnowiedge that thin whedent/appiicant dos not reide within Poudre School District Boundaries

0 =

Family Information

Within the Family Information step of the application the parent(s) will include information
such as parent’s/parents’ or guardian’s/guardians’ information including name, address and
contact information. Some guardian #1 information will be pre-populated with the
information submitted upon the parent’s account creation as well as the address of the
student for which the application is being submitted. If a parent is a PSD employee they
may enter their employee ID number.

School Choices

The School Choices step of the application process allows parents to indicate up to 5
schools they would like their student to be considered for placement. Order of selection
does not matter and schools are not placed in order of preference. Parents have the ability
to enter any additional notes school officials may need to be made aware of after selecting
their school choices.
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School Choices

Select up 10 & madieum of fve schools on one application. Messe note That schools are not placed in onder of
frelemen e

4% "Faowe wiect & sehoot

Passe v & K700

43 Fewse et & shon

Fame sonct § sehon

A0 P vl 4 Wi

Pt v & oo

44 Powe vt & wchont

I e

A8 Pawes wanh 4 i

Pame senc § oo -

L — e

Parents applying for Kindergarten students will have the option to select their attendance
preference for each school choice.

AN “Please select » ook

Poiars Lasedtorery Lagreg Johoot X5 -|

Please select your attendance preference: Me Day *] Ahermcon |
43 Messe slect & whool:

MO Bxrentany 18 Wor0 S %5 b

Ploaie select your attendance preference: Ful Duy * Momng |
A) Piease wrlect » whook:

Sucon Berertary School -4 -l

Please select your attendance preference. Peler Fult Day, wi sccept Malf Dey '| (e 'i

e — ——
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Parents submitting an application for Harris Bilingual Immersion School will have the option
to select their student’s language preference.

44 Please select a school:

Haers Blngaa Immension School (K-4)

Language Preference: | This student primarily speaks English R
T — e —

Currently Attending Siblings

If the student has sibling that is currently attending a Poudre School District school to which
the parent is submitting an application they may input the currently attending sibling’s
information within the Sibling Information Step.

Parents can enter “attending” students by entering their name, date of birth, grade and
Poudre School District Student ID number; these siblings can be verified and by
administrators to assign specific priorities.

Currently Attending Sibling Information

If your stodent has a 3Bling currently attending a Poudee School District school, please enter the sbling”s information as
Indhcated below.

If you have multiple birth siblings (twirs, triplets, etc.) that you wish to enter as one unit on an agplication, please
complete this step on the Student/Applicant Information page.

Polarhy Expeditionary Learning School

5.0 SBng CORRENTLY ATTENDING Polars Expeditiondry Laarsing Schook:
Newt Name AT S e Dane Curent School (3043204 Curreot Crace
Jason Jones 01/0¢/2008 Poars Ergeanorary Laawrng ¢ -] 2 e

& What i the stedent s Poudre School District Student 1D mumber!

i you G0 Mot Mow your SEudent ™S 1D AumDer, DUl CONLACE your Cument D SOhOS o VIR FarercVs

L ]
R — EE—
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Signatures

The school choice application includes a Signatures step where the applying parent can
electronically sign the application.

This step of the application has a unique tracking feature that notates the date and time of
the signature, initials entered within the signature step, as well as an IP address that allows
for the applying parent to legally “sign” the application.

Confirmation

The Confirmation portion of the application allows parents to review the information
submitted within each step of the application form. By clicking the “Edit” button located at
the top of each step, the parent will be taken back to that step to make any changes

necessary.
o« Pn-e Wt e Ui Lter
Confirmation
Plrawe review the information below. i changes need to De made, please retum 50 the NECeATy page to make your
adjuntrrents
Student/Applcant Information
LY P e ey
L1 wiie N
L) L e V-
LA Gander Fempe
LS B hdate NTIIOW
L4 Grade Appiytng Mo &
LY Cument Grace
L — e E——
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Complete

Upon submitting the application, the parent will be prompted with a pop-up warning that
will ask the parent if they are sure they want to submit the application. Once the parent
clicks the “Ok” button, then they will be brought to a screen from which a copy of the
application can be printed.

At the bottom of this page, parents also have the option to go back to their Dashboard, fill
out another application or sign out of their account.

My Dashboard Fill Out Ancther Applcation Signout
— ——————————
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Submitting a Application for an Additional
Student

In the Parent Dashboard, a parent can create an application for a new student by clicking
on the “Start a new application for another student” link under the blue rectangle with the
first child’s name on it.

Welcome back, Elizabeth Briney!

Your appiscants are (isted below. Click on the applicant’s name to select the Scheol (holce applicant. Once selected,

review Lhe Information Detow 1o view, withdraw, update, of change Information n the SChool Cholce Application

Students Mraed o your parent acount

Have anather woodert ot Paled sbave!

L — I

The parent will have the option to use the Student/ Application Lookup, review the
Requirements & Policies and proceed to the application.

Once the parent is brought to the application the parent will enter in student specific
information into the application steps and format as seen in previous applications.
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Updating Application Information

Should a parent wish to come back and update information on their submitted application,
a parent can do so as long as the application dates are still open.

To do this, the parent can login to their account and under each student, the parent can
click on the “Edit” button next to the application. Then the parent will be taken into the
School Choices step of the application. The parent can click on the step that needs to be
edited using the Application Progress box in the left sidebar and change information such
as addresses or phone numbers.

Carrent Schood Cholce Application S2atus
The cumment status of each application & shown Dlow. Agplication status will change as Schodl Chalce Applications are submitied,
the lotiery procestes are run, and seat deciions ae made

o Polaris Expeditionary Learning Scheel = Winaryw

States:

SRings:  Jmon Joren

L — e E——

Application Progress
1. Student/Applicant
Infarmation

2. Out of District
Acknowledgment

3. Family Information
4. School Choices

5. Currently Attending
$ap.mp

6. Signatures
7. Confirmation

& Complete

Requirements & Policies

I —
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If you have any additional questions regarding the application process, please contact
Poudre School District at info@psdschools.org.
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