
 

 

Minutes of Business Meeting 
January 26, 2016 

 

 

DINNER SESSION – 5:30 PM 

PRESENT:  President Cathy Kipp and Vice President David Trask; Directors Nate Donovan, Christophe Febvre, 
Susan Gutowsky, Rob Petterson, and Carolyn Reed; Assistant Superintendents Edie Eckles, Jinger Haberer, and 
Todd Lambert; Executive Directors Don Begin, Danielle Clark, Pete Hall, Dave Montoya, and Victoria 
Thompson; and Legal and Policy Counsel Tom Crabb.  

ABSENT:  Superintendent Sandra Smyser 
 

1. District Topics / Board Member Updates  
 
• The consensus of the Board was to have the minutes include an overview of the work of the Board 

and the discussion that take place during the meetings.  It was decided that during community 
comment, the name and topic addressed will be included in the minutes.  If staff should “lobby” 
the Board, a brief summary of those comments will be included.   

• Day at the Capitol:  lobby and visit with the Colorado Association of School Boards (CASB).  
President Kipp will send the list of dates to Board members.     

• The Great Futures Action Summit (sponsored by Great Education Colorado) will be held Friday, 
March 4, 2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Denver.  Let President Kipp know if you are interested 
in attending.   

• The SuperArt event was explained to new Board members.   
• Directors Gutowsky and Reed met with staff from the Larimer County Workforce Center (LCWC) 

and discussed how the LCWC is trying to integrate with PSD to assist students in getting jobs.  
Perhaps the Board could either have a “field trip” to the LCWC or have them come and give a short 
presentation to the Board.   

• At one of the meetings in February the Board needs to assign a URA representative.  The person 
can also be a representative from the Thompson School District Board of Education.   

• Student Think Tank (STT) tasking will be added to the agenda.   
• Staff is currently reviewing the results on the Claire Davis shooting to learn from what happened.   
• The Boys & Girls Club will have their Youth of the Year breakfast on Thursday, February 18, 2016 

from 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., at the Embassy Suites. 
• Executive Director Hall was asked about sexual orientation as a non-discrimination clause in the 

contracts on the roofs.  Mr. Hall is working with Purchasing Department on updating that language.   
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REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING – 6:30 PM 
 
PRESENT:  President Cathy Kipp and Vice President David Trask; Directors Nate Donovan, Christophe Febvre, 
Susan Gutowsky, Rob Petterson, and Carolyn Reed; Superintendent Sandra Smyser; Assistant Superintendents 
Edie Eckles, Jinger Haberer, and Todd Lambert; Executive Directors Don Begin, Danielle Clark, Pete Hall, Dave 
Montoya, and Victoria Thompson; and Legal and Policy Counsel Tom Crabb.  

ABSENT:  None 
 
LATE ARRIVAL:  Superintendent Sandra Smyser 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 

President Kipp called the regular business meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   
 
 
2.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

Director Kipp made a motion to amend the Agenda in order to add Item 6.4 (Student Think Tank 
Tasking).   
 
Director Trask seconded the motion.  
 

  The voting was as follows:  
 

Those voting AYE:  Directors Donovan, Febvre, Gutowsky, Kipp, Petterson, Reed, and Trask 
Those voting NO:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion passed 7-0 
 

 
3.0 COMMUNITY COMMENT  

 
Mike Pruznick:  Concerns about an activity Board members participated in at their December 4, 2016 
retreat.  Alleges sexual harassment has occurred and that a hostile work environment and an unsafe 
educational environment have been created.   
 
Eric Sutherland:  Addressed the need for legislation around capital fees for school districts (buildings 
instead of land).  Referred to perceived errors in the latest property assessment notices homeowners 
are receiving.   
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4.0 CONSENT AGENDA  
 

4.1.  Personnel Action 
4.2.  Quarterly Financials 9/30/2015 and 12/31/2015 
4.3.  High School Boys Lacrosse Fee Revision 
4.4.  Putnam Elementary School Roof Replacement Project 
4.5.  Rocky Mountain High School Roof Replacement Project 
4.6.  Webber Middle School Roof Replacement Project 
 
Director Donovan moved to approve and adopt the recommended actions for the items on the 
Consent Agenda.  

 
Director Petterson seconded the motion.  
 
The voting was as follows:  
 
Those voting AYE:  Directors Donovan, Febvre, Gutowsky, Kipp, Petterson, Reed, and Trask 
Those voting NO:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion passed 7-0 
 
 

5.0 ACTION ITEMS 
 
 5.1 Revised Budget for the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year 
 

Executive Director Montoya gave an overview of the revised budget for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.  
Detailed information was made available to Board members in their agenda packet.  PowerPoint 
presentation notes were given to Board members.  
_________ 
 
Director Petterson moved to approve the revised budget for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.   

 
Director Donovan seconded the motion.  
 
The voting was as follows:  
 
Those voting AYE:  Directors Donovan, Febvre, Gutowsky, Kipp, Petterson, Reed, and Trask 
Those voting NO:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion passed 7-0 
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6.0 DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 6.1 District Budget Priorities 
 

Executive Director Montoya gave an overview of district priorities that the Board discussed at their 
retreat on January 19, 2016.  A spreadsheet which gave a historical overview of district priorities from 
2011 to present was provided to Board members in their agenda packet and hard copies were given to 
Board members at the meeting.   
  
Board discussion included:  
 
• Dr. Smyser highlighted priorities during the 2014-2015 (i.e., additional behavioral support 

personnel; English Language Learner support personnel; technology, capital budget restoration) 
• Compensation and Benefits (i.e., increases to PERA contributions) 
• Five focus areas for 2016-2017 fiscal year:  

o Equity and Achievement Gap:  meeting the needs of every child; good opportunities for all 
students to have good outcomes  

o Social and Emotional Wellbeing: more than mental health – opportunity for kids to learn 
how to be well rounded in this area 

o Post-Secondary Support:  want students to be ready for college and/or career 
o Effective use of Educational Technology (i.e., One-to-One Initiative (laptops):   want 

technology to be used effectively   
o Long Range Planning:  additional schools and adding on to existing schools    

 
 
6.2 Legislative Discussion 
 
President Kipp explained that Board members will be meeting to see if there are bills of importance or 
interest to the Board and get input from staff.   
 
ChalkBeat has an educational bill tracker.  The link to this is:  http://co.chalkbeat.org/education-bill-
tracker-2016 

President Kipp will be sending Board members a report from the sub-committee which met today to 
review the various pieces of legislation that are pending at the state capitol.   
 

 
 6.3 Long Range Planning Update 
 

Dr. Smyser gave an update on the long range facilities planning.  Detailed information was made 
available to Board members in their agenda packet and PowerPoint presentation notes were given to 
Board members at the meeting.   
 
Executive Directors Hall and Montoya and Yvonne Myers, Co-Chair of the Community Facilities 
Advisory Committee (CFAC), were on hand to answer questions.   
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Board discussion included:  
 
• If the bond does not pass, staff will continue to work on a detailed plan.  The Board will be given 

information, but will not be asked to vote on specific items.   
• There is a link on the PSD website to learn more about what is being proposed.   
• Staff and the members of CFAC were thanked for their work and the many hours of work they have 

put into this process.   
 

_______ 
 

 Recent topics discussed at a committee-only meeting of the CFAC:  
 

• Smaller schools and offerings 
• How to offer sports 
• Transportation issues (busses on I-25) 
• Timnath and Wellington projections – information was requested.  
• What is the appetite for increase in mill levy for those who have already experienced one.  
• Presentation to the Board with recommendations.   

 
 
  
 6.4 Student Think Tank Tasking  
 

The Board met with members of the Student Think Tank at their retreat on January 19, 2016.  It has 
been decided that the STT will be tasked with gathering information and input on student assessments.     

 
Board discussion included:  
 
• The STT can work on a way to hear students’ concerns and how to address those concerns, 

especially if there are misconceptions and misunderstandings.  
• The STT can also get the word out to students on the changes that have been made this year (e.g., 

framework, software, time commitments, etc.).   
• Work with principals to get information out to students on how assessments will be handled this 

year.    
• Out of the three topics (mental health, standardized testing, opportunities for excellence) the STT 

brought to the Board, Director Reed thought the opportunities for excellence was a better fit for 
the STT.   

• Use STT as ambassadors to help other students come to an understanding about standardized 
testing.   

• Dispel misconceptions around standardized testing and Common Core.   
• Opportunity to work with student leaders to ensure students are apprised of topics that affect 

them.  Continue to engage with STT so students get information that will be helpful to them.   
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• Working on the assessments topic would be helpful this year.  Having the STT discuss Common 
Core was seen as potentially problematic as it is somewhat of a political issue.  

• Use the STT to learn what the district can do to “market” or increase motivation for students 
around testing.  

• Gain information on how students respond to testing (i.e., anxiety, opposition) and how to handle 
the testing issues in the future.   New norm?  Look into it further if it doesn’t work.   

• This topic offers the STT the fastest turnaround time of the three topics.   
• A subcommittee was suggested and Directors Febvre and Petterson volunteered.   
 

 
7.0 ADJOURNMENT  
 

Regular business meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.    
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Myra Freeman 
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Education  
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